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Introduction


The Coalition of Women’s Domestic Violence Services of South Australia (the Coalition) maintains that all people have an essential human right to respect, safety and self-determination.   
The Coalition holds that domestic violence and abuse are predominantly a gender related issue that undermines and destroys these essential rights and perpetuates structural imbalances ~ political, economic, legal and social ~ within our society.  The Coalition maintains that our communities have a responsibility to recognise and respond to domestic violence and abuse, uphold legislation that acknowledges some forms of domestic violence and abuse as criminal behaviour and holds perpetrators accountable and support victims deal with, and recover from, the effects of violence and abuse on 
their lives.
The vision of the Coalition of Women’s Domestic Violence Services of South Australia is to work towards a community that is free of domestic violence and abuse by;

· Offering improved outcomes for women and children affected by domestic violence or family violence and abuse
· Promoting community awareness of violence against women and children and its personal and social consequences on both the victims and to society 

· Providing leadership as a State Women’s Peak body
· Contributing to, and monitoring policies, legislation and programs which impact on women and children 

· Promoting equity of access to services for all women, including Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander women, refugee, immigrant and non-English speaking women, women in rural and isolated areas, and women with disabilities and other significant health issues
The Coalition endorses the principle that the safety of victims vulnerable to domestic violence must, at all times, be regarded as paramount, including all areas that influence and inform domestic violence policy, practice and service delivery.
Domestic Violence and Homelessness

Domestic and family violence and abuse is the single most common factor contributing to women’s and children’s homelessness.
 
Women and children who leave their homes due to domestic violence, inevitably experience social and economic dislocation and disadvantage.  The Coalition maintains that the rights of women and children to remain safely in their own homes needs to be upheld.  For those unable to stay, access to safe, affordable housing with security of tenure and assistance to relocate and re-establish their lives is central to effective responses.  
Many women and children who have left an abusive relationship remain at risk of violence and abuse even if they obtain alternative accommodation.  Often, women in rural and remote areas lack easily accessible options and live with domestic and family violence because of a lack of viable alternatives.
Policies, protocols and interagency collaborations that remove and prevent the perpetrator from returning to the family home if women choose to stay are an under utlised and under explored avenue requiring further attention.  Ready access to funds for security measures such as security screens and doors and personal alarms to enhance the safety of the family is also an area for consideration.  
Coordination and Integration of Services

The Coalition advocates for the development of integrated service system responses and strategies that eliminate or reduce violence and abuse, enhance the safety of women and children and increase the accountability of perpetrators. 
The fragmentation of service delivery to women and children experiencing domestic violence across the criminal justice, legal, housing, welfare and therapeutic spectrums   leads to inconsistencies in the breadth, quality and capacity of services to address violence across the metropolitan area and beyond.  The Coalition posits that appropriately coordinated responses that are timely, consistent and accountable enhance the safety of women and provide transparent, clearly defined service delivery responses that foster evaluation and review.
The Coalition maintains that coordinated and integrated interagency models of intervention must include the government, community and corporate sectors working in partnership.  Government plays an important leadership role in addressing domestic violence and abuse and adequately and appropriately resourcing agencies shaping coordinated responses.  Community organisations and agencies working with domestic violence must be partners with government in the development, implementation and evaluation of existing programs and new initiatives, including the effectiveness of policies and procedures to address violence and abuse and key performance indicators for good practice outcomes.   
The Coalition will work with Government to develop and enhance whole of Government responses to domestic violence through representation on joint committees focussing on both the strategic and service delivery level.   The Coalition believes that national and international models provide examples of new initiatives and demonstrate what may be achieved through collaboration and integration of service delivery. 
Services to Women
The aim of the Coalition is to enhance the safety and wellbeing of women and children. At a service delivery level, domestic and family violence services party to the Coalition facilitate a process of empowerment by informing women and children of their right to safety and options to enhance their health, welfare, legal, financial, housing and education and employment status.
Services aim to identify risk factors that impact on women and children’s safety and  provide information on a wide range of support options. These include:

· crisis accommodation and support
· other independent, secure housing with the provision of support, if requested
· Remaining in their own home with support

· Remaining with their partner with the availability of support, as required.

Services to women and their children facilitate women’s decision making and assisting women plan for their own and their children’s safety. Services are client-focussed and work to enhance the identification of need, priority setting and safety planning.   

The primary considerations when providing such services are:

· Easy access to a range of safe accommodation options

· Timely and accessible outreach services

· Referral to appropriate counselling services 

· Referral, support and advocacy for legal matters including:

· Family Court actions

· Access to the Criminal Justice system

· Applications for Domestic Violence Restraining Orders and Summary Protection Orders

· Access to income support

· Access to education, employment and training 

· Specific needs groups

· Culturally and linguistically appropriate services 

· mental health services

· rural and remote services

· Same sex attracted relationships

The Coalition believes that motel and caravan accommodation is inappropriate for women and children escaping domestic and family violence and should only be an option of last resort and after all other outreach and resource options are explored.
The Coalition supports domestic and family services advocate and lobby for adequate funding to fully provide for women and children escaping domestic violence in this state and minimise further risk and distress by inappropriate placement and referral.

The Coalition believes that the State Government matches Commonwealth funding in tied grants to ensure adequate, tailored service provision for women and children escaping domestic violence

Prevention, Early intervention and Community Development

The Coalition has an ongoing commitment to raising community awareness about domestic and family violence and abuse.  Domestic and Family Violence is a community issue and should not be tolerated in any form.  The Coalition endorses funding for early intervention programs that promote healthy, equal relationships and supports campaigns and community development activities that:
· Promote community attitudes that domestic and family violence and abuse is unacceptable 

· Promote radio and television campaigns that reinforce the message that  domestic violence is unacceptable  

· Shape young people’s attitudes on healthy relationships and are incorporated into school curricula
· Disseminate information on domestic and family violence and abuse to raise community awareness of available services   

The Coalition holds that community organisations play an important role in education campaigns and awareness programs that promote violence free relationships and communities.  Adequate resourcing for early intervention programs so that community organizations may participate and, where appropriate, lead programs is central to ongoing work and planning.
The Coalition maintains that workers who come into contact with individuals and families experiencing domestic violence and abuse have adequate and ongoing training to
· identify domestic violence and abuse and its effects
· understand the dynamics and indicators of power and control in domestic violence

· identify appropriate safety responses, referral pathways and community resources

The Coalition encourages the Government to take a leadership role in initiating a coordinated approach to training, including amongst human services, criminal justice, legal, health and education staff.
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